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Abstract 

Agricultural Education has been viewed in this paper to be that aspect of 
education that has to do with the dissemination of the body of knowledge 
and its application to the development of the society in Nigeria. In the 
actualization of the Nigeria’s vision 20:2020 through the agricultural 
Education, it is important that such areas that bother on development as 
agriculture, transport, medicine are mentioned. Some challenges that could 
militate against the actualization of the vision such as brain drain, 
unavailability of power supply, insecurity and leadership problems were 
briefly mentioned, some strategies aimed at achieving this great fit were 
recommended. Others recommended are the development of incentive 
structures to motivate agric science teachers; the review and updating the 
Universal Basic Education act to enforce the provision that stipulates 
compulsory enrolment and retention of children in schools. 

 
 
 
  
 All developing countries are aspiring to become developed to compete favorably with the so 
called developed or advanced nations of the worlds. Nigeria is committed to become one of the 
twenty largest economics in the world, able to consolidate its leadership role in Africa and establish 
itself as a significant player in the global economic and potential arena; a dream that has been tagged 
vision beyond 20:2020. Nigeria economic potential is well known being blessed with a vibrant human 
and natural resources, the country has great potential for strong growth. Unfortunately not much has 
been realize from this potential as previous efforts at planning and visioning were not sustained.  
 The plan includes among others, eradication of illiteracy, poverty and killer disease. All these 
are impediments to a viable economic development of the nation. Consequent upon the attainment of 
this, she has set herself another target date of 2020 and beyond with which she would have 
economically advanced well enough to be one of the most 20 developed nations or economies of the 
world. What this means is that by the date, Nigeria would have been developed enough to be seen as 
being educationally, economically, scientifically, technologically, commercially and socio-politically 
viable to favorable compete with the first twenty most developed nations of the world.  
 What role(s) does agricultural science education then play in the actualization of this dream of 
our dear country, Nigeria.       
 
Vision 20:2020  

In the news-Africa newspaper wed. 29th Sept. 2009 titled Nigeria cabinet approves “vision 
20:2020 blue print – it says that Nigeria vision 20:2020 economic transformation blueprints” seeks to 
position Nigeria within the 20 largest economics in the world by the year 2020 with a gross domestic 
product (GDP) of not less than $900 billion and a per capital income of over $4,000, has been 
approved by the country’s division making federal executive council (FEC). According to the national 
planning commission, the blue print, which lays out the path for the rapid and sustainable growth of 
the country’s economy, represents an intention to achieve a transformation of the Nigeria state across 
social, cultural and political dimension. It said that the vision is for Nigeria to “have a large, strong, 
diversified competitive and technologically enabled economy that effectively, harnesses the talents 
and energy of its people and responsibly exploits it national endowments to guarantee a high standard 
of living and quality of life for its citizens.  
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 In his paper ‘vision 2020: where is the technological capability?’ Dike (2009) observed that 
“a recurrent theme in policy speeches originating in Aso Rock revolves on vision 2020”. He explained 
that the vision embodies Nigeria’s blueprint for an industrial revolution, its aspiration to undergo 
catch up. That he document predicts, that by the year 2020 – some ten years from now – Africa’s most 
popular nation and the world’s 6th largest crude oil exporter will have undergone the type of catch-up 
industrialization that will catapult it into the ranks of the 20 largest economics currently are 
constituted largely by the countries of the organization for economic co-operation and development 
(OECD) plus China, India, Russia, Brazil etc.  
 In a lecture delivered at the university of Benin founders day, 2006 the central bank Governor 
Chukwuma Soludo, dwelt extensively on how Nigeria’s growth potentials could be harnessed to kick 
start an economic growth cycle leading to an industrial revolution in the style of China.  
 Soludo a master of economic metaphor conjured a picture of Nigeria rising to become the 
China of Africa’ by the year 2020. (Yunana 2011). 
 In October 2008, the then president of Nigeria late Umaru Musa Yar’adua in his address to 
the Nigeria Economic Summit Group (NESG), returned to the vision 2020 theme, admitting, however, 
that its realization faces serious constraints posed by lack of ‘purposeful leadership’ a definite 
roadmap and growth inducing environment.  
 For the president to admit that the realization of vision 2020 is facing serious constraints 
means creating doubt in the minds of Nigeria.  
 Then one has no option than to admit that Nigeria does not possesses the knowledge and the 
type of technological capability that can kick start and sustain an industrial revolution in the style of 
China, India and other countries.  
 
Conceptual Framework of Agriculture  

Agriculture can be defined as the art and science of cultivating the soil, producing livestock, 
preparing livestock feeds, processing crops and livestock products for man; and the process of selling 
excess crops and livestock. Agricultural education teaches students about agriculture, food and natural 
resources.  

Through which agricultural educators teach students a wide variety of skills, including 
science, maths, communications, leadership, management and technology. Agricultural education is 
delivered through three interconnected components. Classroom, laboratory, instruction and 
experiential learning. Learning experience that usually take place outside of the classroom supervised 
by the agricultural instructor. Leadership education, delivered through student organization such as 
the national FFA (i.e. Future Farmers Association) organization, the National Young Famers 
Association, National Post Secondary Agricultural Student Organization and others.  

Many Tertiary Institutions agricultural programs use Future Farmers Association to enhance 
the leadership and experiential learning portions of their program. Future Farmers Association makes 
a positive difference in lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal 
growth and career success through agricultural education. One of the objectives of FFA is to fight 
hunger and create food security in the world. Hunger affects everyone. Around the world, a child dies 
every five seconds due to some hunger. With the knowledge gained in agricultural education and with 
modern agricultural technology food can be produce in abundance and serves as food security in the 
world and Nigeria in particular.  

With food security in a country, that country is free from challenges such as food and 
nutrition, health, hunger and diseases and even insecurity. As it is usually said, that a hungry man is 
an angry man, which may lead to insecurity and even could cause war in a country, again situation 
where there is war there will be no development in such a country. The importance of agricultural 
education in nation building cannot be over emphasized. Agricultural education lays a great role in 
national, economic, political and social development of a country like Nigeria.  
 
Role of Agriculture in National Development 

Agriculture is the backbone of Nigeria’s economy and national development. In terms of 
employment agriculture is by far the most important sector of Nigeria’s economy, engaging about 
70% of the labour force. Agricultural holdings are generally small and scattered, farming is often of 
such subsistence variety, characterized by simple tools and shifting cultivation. 
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These small farms produce about 80% of the tool food. About 30.7million hectares 76million 
acres, or 33% of Nigeria’s land area, are under cultivation. Nigeria’s diverse climate, from the tropical 
areas of the coast to the arid zone of the north, make it possible to produce virtually all agricultural 
products that can be grown in the  tropical and semitropical areas of the world. The economic benefits 
of large-scale agricultural are recognized and the government favors the formation of cooperative 
societies and settlements to encourage industrial agriculture. Large scale agriculture, however, is not 
common. Despite an abundant water supply, a favorable climate, and wide areas of arable land, 
productivity is restricted owing to soil fertility in many areas and inefficiently methods of cultivation. 

Agriculture contributed 32% to GDP in 2001. The agricultural products in Nigeria can be 
divided into two main groups: food corps, produced for home consumption and export products, prior 
to the civil war, the country was self-sufficient in food, but imports of food increased substantially 
after 1973. Bread, made primarily from US wheat, replaced domestic crops as the cheapest staple 
food for much of the urban population. The most important food crops are yams and manioc (cassava) 
in the south and sorghum (Guinea corn) and millet in the north. In 1999, production of yams was 25.1 
million tons (67% of world production; manioc, 33.1 million tons (highest in the world and 20% of 
global production); coco yams (taro), 3.3 million tons; and sweet potatoes, 1500,000 tons. The 1999 
production estimates for major crops were as follows in thousands of tons); sorghum, 8.443; millet 
5,457, corn 5,777, rice 3.399, peanuts 2,783, palm oil 842, sugarcane 675, palm kernel 565 soyabeans 
405 are also grown by Nigeria farmers. 

Although cocoa is the leading non-oil foreign exchange earner, growth in the sector has been 
slow since the abolition of the Nigerian cocoa Board. 
The domination of smallholders in the cocoa sector and lack of farm labor due to urbanization holds 
back production. Nigeria has the potential to produce over 300,000 tons of cocoa beans per year, but 
production only amounted to 145,000 tons in 1999. Rubber is the second-largest non-oil foreign 
exchange earner. 

Despite favorable prices, production has fallen from 155,000 tons in 1991 to 90,000 tons in 
1999. Low yield, aging trees, and lack of proper equipment have inhibited production. Agricultural 
exports (including manufactured food and agricultural products) decreased in quantity after 1970, 
partly because of the discouraging effect of low world prices. In 1979, the importing of many foods 
was banned, including fresh milk, vegetables roots and tubers, fruits, and poultry. The exporting of 
milk, sugar, flour and hides and skins was also banned. During 1985-87, imports of wheat, corn, rice, 
and vegetable oil were banned as declining incoming from oil encouraged greater attention to the 
agricultural sector. In 1986, government marketing boards were closed down, and a free marked in all 
agricultural products was established. In 2001 agricultural exports totaled $323.5million. Exports of 
cocoa beans that year totaled $210.4million, cotton lint $21million.  
 
Sources of Finance to Rural Farmers 

One of the challenges facing agricultural production in Nigeria is finance. It is very difficult 
for farmers to raise funds to start farming business, especially in rural areas. Funds are the most 
important instrument in setting up any business for its growth and survival. 

 
Rural farmers get the funds through the following ways: 
i. Loans from friend’s relatives and well wishers are used to set-up small scale farming like 

poultry production, simple’s surface irrigation farming to produce vegetables. 
ii. Contributions organized by rural dwellers, to contribute some money weekly or monthly and 

give to members one after the other in to start-up farming operation.  
iii. Personal savings: personal savings are made by individual rural farmers, after the sales of 

farm crops harvested in the previous year to start-up another farmer operation. 
iv. Credit received through micro-finance banks are also means of farm financing in rural areas. 
v. Inheritance: Rural farmers get their funding from the materials and assets which the farmer 

receives out of the properties of his/her dead parents or relatives. 
 
Types of Farming System in Rural Areas 
1. Ranching:  Refers to the practice of grazing animals on public lands. Some public lands may 

also be used for raising livestock. 

Agricultural Education and the Actualization of National Development 

Knowledge Review Volume 33 No. 2, December, 2015:  ISSN 1595-2126  



4 
 

2. Dry and Irrigation farming: Farming in areas where rainfall is deficient and there is no 
assured source of artificial irrigation, is referred to as dry farming.  

3. Mixed farming: Mixed farming is the combining of two independent agricultural enterprises 
on the same farm. 

4. Single crop and multi – crop farming: Single-crop farming is a form of specialized farming. 
If a farmer specializes in crop enterprise, it is left to him to produce a single crop or a 
multiplicity of crops. 

5. Diversified faming. When a farmer is engaged in a multitude of farming enterprises, it is 
referred to as diversified farming. If a large number of crop enterprises with or without a 
number of non- crop enterprises is run by a single farm, it is referred to as diversified farming. 
Rising of five or six crops makes it diversified.  The motive behind diversified farming is self 
–sufficiency.  

6. Specialized farming: In a general sense when on few enterprises are run by the farmer, in 
which he has acquired special knowledge, it is known as special knowledge, it is known as 
specialized farming. Specially specialized farming refers to only one kind of farm business 
such as raising food crops or rearing sheep or raising dairy cattle. Raising two three crops 
makes it specializes. The motive behind specialized farming is profit. 

 
The Role of Agriculture in Rural Development  

This refers to what agriculture can do for an individual and the country or nation. The 
following are their roles of agriculture. 

 
i. Provision of food: Food is the prime necessity of life and agriculture is the only sector that 

provides food for the teeming population, the food can be in form of crop lives’ stock 
products. 

ii. Provision of Employment: in a developing country like Nigeria, about 60-70% of the 
population is either directly or indirectly employed in agriculture, while developed countries. 
Like U.S.A. Great Britain Canada, Netherlands, only between 8%-12% is directly involved in 
agriculture. over 30% is employed in agro-allied industries  

iii. Provision of income: Rural farming enables individuals to use their potentials and energy to 
create income (earning) for them in the society. 

iv. Provision of raw materials for industrial: The rural drivellers through farming use to 
provide raw materials for the country’s industries, which provide revenue for themselves and 
for the country at large. 

v. Provision of shelter and clothing: Peasant farmers are able to provide themselves with 
shelter and clothes for their families and the nation, with the use of local and modern farm 
implements to cultivate the land and rearing of animals. 

vi. Provision of foreign Exchange: This is the revenue that accrues to country from the sale of 
agricultural products at the international market. Such products include cash crops like cocoa, 
groundnut, rubber, timber, palm kernels, coffee, cotton, etc.       

 
Using Agricultural Education to Actualize Vision 20:2020 and Beyond  

The role of Agricultural education in improving the performance support services for the 
renewable natural resources sector cannot be over emphasize. Whilst recent research (mainly in Sub-
Saharan Africa) has indicated a number of successful innovations in Agricultural Education and 
Training (AET), it has generally been unresponsive to change patterns of demand for trainees, which 
are influenced by the changing roles of public and private sectors. Much can be done to improve the 
design and Management of Agricultural Education and Training, and to strengthen the policy frame 
work through which support and direction are channeled. There is also a need to enhance the 
interactions between AET institutions and the formal schools sectors, as well as AET institutions: 
linkage with local dissemination of the results of research or the successful innovations has meant too 
few ideas been flowing into Agricultural Education and Training. Development is about human 
beings child and adult male and female. Sustainable development is all about equity, defined as 
equality of opportunities for well-being, as well about comprehensiveness of objectives (Soubbotina, 
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2004). Although conventions on child and women rights are ratified and widely vaunted in Nigeria by 
political leaders commitments are lacking.  

National statutes are replete with provisions aimed at protecting children and women but in 
reality, they are at variance with local level. The tripartite system of statutory, customary and religious 
laws that operate in tandem with societal norms and values and compiled with lack of legal literacy, 
constitute serious obstacle to development of women and children. Recent situation analysis of 
children and women in Nigeria shows that in every sector, women’s low status, in the society is one 
of the major underlying causes of the worsening condition of children and women. Records abound 
regarding the violation of the rights of women and children in Nigeria. These jeopardize, rather than 
enhance sustainable human development and children are often marginalized in development in 
Nigeria. Discrimination against woman and children inform social exclusion and poverty. The right of 
women and children thus recklessly violated lead to frustration, apathy, violence and lopsided 
development and under development (Oloko, 1999a, b Ene 2000, Kolo 1998; FGN and UNICEF 
1997).  

Girls are still subjected to and victims of harmful traditional practices, like Female Genital 
Mutilation (FGM).  

They are often withdrawn from schools at the slightest excuse, as a result of the limited value 
put on educating the girl-child , compared to the body, yet abounding evidences shows that educating 
women lead to enhancing family income, health and hygiene, child education and whole some 
upbringing as well as reduction in infect and maternal mortality rates. Women are generally 
considered to be at the lower rung of poverty ladder in Nigeria.  
 
Economy and Unemployment 
 About 79.2% of rural and 70.7 of urban dwellers lived below the national poverty line in 2005 
in Nigeria; Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capital was USS 752 in 2005, as compared with S29, 
860 for advanced countries. Between 1975 and 1990, the GPD per capita retrogressed at the average 
rate of – 0.1% per annum in Nigeria, as compared with 1.8% average rate of increase in a developed 
country.  
 While the present unemployment rate in Nigeria as at on 25 march 2014 over 25% youth are 
unemployed which rose at 9.8 to 11.5, GDP as from 1980 to 2014 which is the current GPD in 
Nigeria average 1.67 from 1980-2013 and 37.90 in 2014. At the current growth rate of 0.8% per 
annum, the GPD per capita will become S847.3 in year 2020 and S892 in year 2025 in Nigeria. In this 
regard, Nigeria will in both 2020 and 2025 fall in the lowest echelon of low middle-income countries. 
(LMCS) with GNI of between S766 and S3, 635. On the other hand at the current growth rate of 2% 
per annum, the GPD per capita will become S40, 188 in year 2020 and S44, 370 in year 2025 in an 
advanced (OECD) nation.  

Over 21% of the population aged 15+ were either unemployed or underemployed in 2005 in 
Nigeria while the unemployment rate stood at 14.6% in 2006 and 10.9% in 2007. This exacerbates 
poverty of income and access (Ene, 2007). 

According to the United Nations Millennium Project Report (UNDP, 2005), the Sub-Sahara 
Africa countries experienced an increase in the proportion of people living on less than S1 a day from 
45 percent of the population to 46 percent.  UNIDO (2004) observed that the low-income Africa 
countries will not break free from the shackles of poverty unless and until they diversify especially 
through industrialization.  

The report pointed out that shows progress in poverty reduction can be attributed to 
shortcomings in respect of private sector development and structural reform.  
 
Challenges in Actualization of Vision 20:2020.     

From the discussion so far, challenges identified that are likely to hinder the vision are listed 
as follows: -  
- The country cannot manufacture its own machines  
- Nigeria is depending on foreign investors  
- Inadequate finding of science and technology sectors 
- Unskilled manpower, incapable of driving agricultural sector to boost agricultural 

mechanization in Nigeria  
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- Nigeria’s economic growth depends on crude oil. No technological progress. When a policy is 
made by a certain government, a new government that is coming in does not carry on with the 
past policies but make new ones. Hence no continuity in polities.  

- Insecurity is one the problems facing the country’s development  
- Poverty and corruption are among things causing undevelopment Nigeria.  
- The attitude of Government towards agricultural sector in boosting production, to gear up the 

nation’s development.  
 
Conclusions  

Nigeria leaders have added vision 20:2020 to the numerous, past and present policies, 
development visions, plans and programmes and reforms agenda that should guide development in the 
country. Vision 20:2020 seeks to catapult Nigeria into the league of the first 20 developed economies 
by the year 2020 and beyond, to actualize this lofty dream, Nigeria’s GDP per capita must grow at an 
in calculable rate (different from the present 0.8%) from USS 752 to S30, 000 at least and the GDP of 
those countries (over US S29, 000) Nigeria wishes to displace and/or join must stop growing (now 
they grow at 2%). HIV/AIDS must flee Nigeria. Its rural areas must be transformed from age-long 
poverty and misery centre to urban status of world stand. Nigeria’s education, health power 
agriculture, manufacturing and other sectors must receive such miraculous boosts that in 10years time 
the country will compare with the high-income OECD nations in all development respects. Nigeria 
must move from its 158th (2007) position in the UNDP human development ranking to the first 20 
position in the world.  

Nigeria’s vision 20:2020, like most other development vision, programmes and plans 
(perspective medium and short term), policies and reforms agenda in Nigeria, remain a vision until it 
is actualized-not by mare touching, but the commitment to discipline and political will on the part of 
the leadership.  
 
Recommendations 

Nigeria governments are plagued with institutional/structural inconsistencies and 
discontinuity. The officials are not committed to the development policies of their predecessors; hence 
the landscape is uttered with uncompleted projects. Lack of discipline and political will in the 
formulation and implementation of policies constitute the most serious defects in the exercise. A 
policy is only as effective as the discipline will not be able to sustain. Lack of discipline manifests in 
the infusion of partisan and ethnic politics into the technology of data collection, in the location of 
government projects and in the application of policies, while poor policy performance is largely 
attributed to lack of commitment and political will on the part of the leadership. In view of the above, 
the leaders should be committed to discipline and political will to enforce polices in the country.  
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